
Welcome to the first of many newslet-

ters updating our ministry partners on 

the progress of Vision Liberia 2027.  

We remember fondly our meeting 

with you all in Santa Rosa in April and 

our prayer is that God is with you and 

your family and that your sacrifice on 

behalf of Vision Liberia 2027 causes 

your heart to overflow. 

We have been busy with many activi-

ties in the during the summer.  As a 

reminder, our activities in Vision Libe-

ria 2027 consist of Vision Liberia 

2027 Conferences which will establish 

the vision, Pastors Childrenõs Educa-

tional Support (called the òFirst Flockó 

program) which will help more of our 

pastors devote full time to their minis-

try as we help them with their chil-

drenõs education, and our Liberia Na-

tional Vision Covenant realized 

throughout the country which is the vi-

sion of the Christõs church leading in 

the restoration of Liberia.  While this 

year is a year of preparation as I fin-

ish my doctoral studies we have contin-

ued to see God work in tremendous 

ways.  As you read this know that your 

participation with us is part of Godõs 

wonderful plan for Liberia. 
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Educators from Sonoma Academy visit Liberia! 

Reverend Kulah Nears Finish of Doctorate 

A team from Sonoma Academy, Dr. Brandon Spars, Irma Spars, and Douglas Galla-
gher  from Santa Rosa, CA offered a 5-week training program for teachers and stu-
dents. At the close of the program, about thirty-five junior and high school teachers 
were certificated and about forty students received certificate from the English Profi-

ciency program. 

While providing education for the students and teachers, the team also took off time 
to learn from the rich cultures of Liberia. The Crusaders for Peace Cultural Troop and 
some professional artists in and around Monrovia held special Liberian culture dance 

and music for Irma and Douglas.  

Dr. Spars and team were privileged to travel up country join the leaders of Vision 

Liberia in a special ground breaking ceremony for the construction of a clinic for over 
ten villages. This is a community project that Vision Liberia is collaborating with the 
community to accomplish. People from these villages have suffered the lost of their precious ones 

on many occasions because of the lack of health facilities in the area. 

The visit  from Sonoma Academy was quite a rewarding experience for all concerned.  Having 
surveyed the deplorable condition under which teachers are providing education and students 
are learning, the team was moved to propose plans for assisting with the establishment of a sci-
ence laboratory at the J. J. Roberts School. Dr. Brandon Spars will be discussing the details with 

Dick Meyer and the coordinating team of Vision Liberia in the States. 

Reverend Jerry Kulah is in his final preparations for his Doctorate in Divinity from the Asbury Theologi-
cal Seminary in Kentucky.  Reverend Kulah is specializing in leadership and Biblical preaching as part 
of the Beeson International Leadership track.  He has completed all of his course requirements and is 

currently working on his dissertation with the hope of defending and graduating by May 2010.  

His dissertation topic is: "THE LEADERSHIP OF THE UMC AS A PROPHETIC COMMUNITY FOR THE HO-
LISTIC TRANSFORMATION OF POST CONFLICT LIBERIA".  His  dissertation research is written from a 
leadership perspective with focus on the Liberia Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church, 
but with the nation as a whole in mind, as  we gradually rise from devastating effect of the 14 year 
old civil as a nation and people to face the challenging reality of rebuilding a new Liberia. We are 

praying the God provides the time and sustenance for Jerry to complete his course next year. 
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òThe Barber Shopó in Bowry 

County 

Vision Liberia 2027 Starts òFirst Flockó Program 

Doing ministry in post conflict Liberia is extremely difficult for pastors. Pastors are poorly paid 
or not paid as their congregations struggle economically. The pastors in Liberia, to put it 
bluntly, are wounded healers. They are called to give hope when they themselves are in need 
of hope. Their congregations look up to them for help, including financial help, while they 

themselves are in dire need of help for their spouse and children.  

Against this backdrop, Vision Liberia committed itself to beginning the òFirst Flockó program 
that seeks to cater to the needs of the pastorõs family. As a beginning point, we assisted nine 
pastorsõ children with school tuition during the academic year 2008-2009. A minimum of $250 

can support a child into school for one academic semester.  

The beneficiaries were very grateful for the help, and hope we can continue this ministry to 
them and to many other pastors who are in need. Your generous gifts and donation could just 

be the answer to the prayer of a pastor in need of help to get a child in school 



Microfinance Pilot Project Started 
We began a pilot phase of a project we hope we can grow with the availability of funds. We 
have two persons benefiting from this project at the moment, a market woman and one former 
child soldier. The market woman was given the sum of one hundred dollars that she would begin 
paying back after about three months. We are actually working with the former child soldier to 
get a business started that would help sustain him and get him back into school. As we reach out 
into the community we realize that the microfinance project is a helpful means of getting many of 
our needy people self-employed, considering that over 65% of our people are still unemployed 

and are in great financial difficulty. 

Vision Liberia Conference to be Held in October 
The Vision Liberia 2027 Conference is Liberiaõs wake up call to the Church and community leaders to unite and mobilize their resources, skills and 

abilities for the restoration and rebuilding of Liberia. 

Goal:  The goal of the Vision Liberia 2027 conferences is to define the root causes of Liberiaõs spiritual, political, economic, and social underdevelop-
ment and set realistic and achievable goals for the holistic development of Liberia by 2027. This goal shall be realized through a series of three (3) 
day leadership development conferences with community leaders in a workshop/seminar format to facilitate discussions and the participation of a 
group of people, including youths, young adults, former combatants, women groups, civil ser-

vants, opinion and political leaders. 

Strategy: The 15 counties of Liberia are divided up into seven (7) regions, and we have plans to 
conduct seven major regional Vision Liberia 2027 Conferences across the country.  The Vision 
Liberia 2027 Conference will comprise of about 300 delegates of all walks of life mentioned 
above. Following a Conference within a region, the results will be documented for inclusion in an 
overall report, and individual interest groups will be encouraged to continue discussion within 
their context and develop specific action plans relevant to individual group needs.  As a follow 
up, we plan to organize special workshop sessions for high school and college students at se-
lected dates flexible with their school seasons. For the results of VL2027 Conference #1 

(http://www.liberia2027.com/templates/System/details.asp?

id=44489&PID=638851 ) 

The second of seven Vision Liberia Conferences will be held in Margibi County on October 29-
31, 2009.  These conferences, which when completed, will result in the foundational information 
to establish the National Liberia Vision Covenant, which will be the roadmap for the how the 
Christian Church in Liberia will proactively participate in the rebuilding of Liberia at the commu-

nity, county, and federal level.     
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VL2027 Establishes Ministerõs Prayer Breakfast 

As part of its ministries to pastors and Christian leaders of Liberia, Vision Liberia started the Ministerõs Prayer Breakfast. The first 
meeting was held on 25 July 2009. Thirty-seven persons attended what will be a two hour once a month meeting.  The vision of the 
Ministersõ Prayer Breakfast is to encourage and support Christian ministers by offering prayer, fellowship and team building.  The 
early focus will be on personal spiritual development, success of ministerõs ministry to the family, Church and society, the establishment 
of accountability groups amongst ministers, fostering unity, partnership and teamwork amongst ministers, enhancing ministersõ leader-
ship skills by sharing òtipsó for healthy Christian living, and a forum for fellowship, sharing of testimonies and prayer concerns for the  

encouragement of servant-leaders in the body of Christ.   
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